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STATE BUDGET, AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND SALINITY  

1636. Mr B.K. Masters to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

(1) I refer to the one page document handed out by the Minister for the Environment during the Estimates 
Committee debate entitled �Estimated Salinity Funding 2000-01 to 2006-07�, and ask will the Minister 
advise whether any agency or agencies under his portfolios are specifically responsible for the provision 
of funding and/or the delivery of services for any initiatives listed under the heading of �New Initiative 
Funding�, namely - 

(a) Regional Landcare; 
(b) Engineering Evaluation Initiative; 
(c) Catchment Demonstration Initiative; 
(d) AlintaGas; 
(e) Wellington Dam Recovery; and 
(f) Plantations Forestry? 

(2) For each of these �New Funding Initiatives� that fall within the Agriculture or Forestry portfolios, will 
the Minister provide a summary description of each initiative? 

(3) Will the Minister provide a summary description of each project to be funded as part of the $9.88 
million allocation for the 2003-04 Budget Estimate under the heading �Department of Agriculture�? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

(1) (a) Regional Landcare coordination is provided by the Department of Agriculture, through senior 
staff assigned this responsibility and based in regional centres.  The prime responsibility of 
these officers is to work in close support of Regional NRM and associated landcare groups to 
ensure regional plans are developed and accredited for joint State/ Commonwealth investment 
through the NAP and NHT programs.  Much of the future project support to landcare groups 
will be via this mechanism. 

(b) No. 

(c) The catchment Demonstration Initiative seeks to work with catchment groups to demonstrate 
salinity management practices to recover saline land, restrict its future development and allow 
profitable uses of saline land and water. 

The demonstrations will combine engineering and plant-based options into viable farming 
systems that are both effective and economic.  Catchment projects will be selected according 
to established criteria, and be consistent with the draft strategies of the four regional NRM 
councils and investment principles of the States Salinity Investment Framework. 

(d) Funds from the sale of AlintaGas are being used for a variety of purposes including 
Foundation Funding projects where the Department of Agriculture is providing support to 
Regional NRM Groups for the development of accredited regional plans. 

(e) No. 

(f) Plantations forestry is being supported through the Forest Products Commission.  The State 
Government will invest $21 million over four years in the Infinitree Program, which is a 
commercial tree farming venture.  Farmers provide suitable land for tree planting in exchange 
for cash payments and a share of the timber crop at harvest.  The FPC matches tree species to 
specific environmental conditions and manages the plantations.  The program aims to expand 
plantings to 20,000 hectares per year by 2008.  This will provide diversification opportunity 
for farmers and solutions to serious land degradation problems including salinity, waterlogging 
and erosion.  A campaign to raise awareness of this program among farmers and investors will 
roll out over the next few months. 

(2) See (1) above 

(3) The figure of $9.88m is a component of the funds spent on salinity as outlined in the table attached.   

[See paper No 1260.] 
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